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Fluevog - Sigourney t-strap
Acquired online in 2010 from fluevog.com

“After six years of working on my PhD, the day of graduation drew
nearer and I decided I just had to have something that would shine
as I made my way across the stage and morphed into a Doctor”

Fluevog - Munsters
Acquired in 2011 from the Fluevog world headquarters

in Vancouver

“On this trip to Vancouver, I became enamoured with these
Munsters... D.LLV.I.N.E. For his 40th anniversary, John Fluevog
re-released a selection of his favourites, with these Munsters being
his 90s choice. The thing I love about wearing these is that every-
thing about them is over the top and exaggerated...and who doesn’t
love embracing those attributes!



Larole
HULGHINSoN

19

How many shoes do you own?
Maybe up to 100 pairs!!

How often do you wear them?
Sometimes never!!

Do you look after them?
Yes — certainly!

What do you think they reveal about you?
That I'm maybe a little androgynous.

Where are they?
In wardrobes, under the bed, in cupboards and in storage!!

Where do you shop?
Not important. Labels are not important to me. I don’t care if the
shoes are second hand or brand new.

What do you look for?

Design and appeal. When you wear all black, shoes can make or break
an outfit. I have a total love affair with shoes.

Do you have a favourite shoe memory?
My mother tells me that when I was a child I use to sleep with my shoes.

What do you think about...

High heels?
Beautiful if she walks correctly and is young with beautiful legs and
skin.

Ugg boots?
Detest.

Platforms for men?
Oh No!!
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Minimarket
Acquired in 2011 from Paper Shoes

“I bought these shoes because of their design and because they’re
made from laser-cut leather. They also reminded me of ‘Grandfathers’
zipped slippers.”

Channel
Acquired in 2011 in New York

“They’ve never been worn because they’re too small. I bought
them because I desperately loved the design.”
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How many shoes do you own?
Somewhere between 80 and 100 pairs.

How many of those are heels?
40 to 50 pairs.

Where do you wear them?
When I leave the house for evenings out and special occasions that
take place during the daytime like weddings.

Do you look after them?
Yes, to get them re-soled and keep them road-worthy means no
dangerous slip ups.

Are labels, designers or brands important to you?
No, but in saying that I buy only European-made shoes as I love quality,
nice materials, design and fit. I mostly buy Miu Miu, Marc Jacobs and
Kate Sylvester. I also like Repetto.

Why do you like heels?
I like the sexiness that heels bring — a woman’s secret weapon. I am a
huge fan of Helmut Newton’s work, where you never see a lady with-
out heels. I like the glamour and fantasy that heels personify and they
are also a big part of my work as a photographer.

What'’s the craziest thing you’ve done for them?
All heel purchases seem crazy. They are so expensive and when others
struggle to put food on the table, it’s a luxury that is not lost on me.
They are an indulgence.

What do you think about...

Air Jordans?
Love. I have such fond memories for this cult 80s sneaker and I
understand the appeal to all the hardcore collectors out there.

White shoes?
Depends on the shoe. Sometimes it works but they can have bad pimp
connotations.

Ugg boots?
ONLY for inside. They’re a lazy shoe for wearing outside; you might
as well wear slippers out. Pamela Anderson totally wore out this look.
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Miu Miu

Acquired around 2002 on eBay
“I adored this Miu Miu collection with its fetish additions of rubber
shoes. This shoe also came in a thigh-high boot version — completely
insane and amazing!”

Miu Miu
Acquired in 2011 in Sydney

“I found these unworn and for sale in a vintage store on Crown St,
Sydney. I saw them at a glance and was lured back. They were in
my size so they were all mine. I have a long time obsession with
Miu Miu shoes, but this is a painful pair of shoes to wear. Over time,
I have realised that patent shoes are the most uncomfortable; they
have no give and are always a tighter fit. I usually wear these shoes
when I don’t want to stay out too late. They always ensure an
earlier return home as they are just painful after a few hours.”
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How many shoes do you own?
Currently, 32 pairs.

When and where do you wear them?
My work demands that I wear quite practical shoes, especially if I
am styling or art directing a photo shoot for example, however all
my shoes need to be interesting in order to please me.

Do you look after them?
I keep them all in their original boxes, tissue stuffed in the toes,
wipe the inside of the shoes with a cologne-impregnated cotton ball
after wearing them on a hot summer day, always put them away
clean and never neglect maintenance. I also always pack them in
shoe bags when I travel.

What do you think they say about you?
I think my shoes are a reflection of my personality and help to de-
fine my aesthetic as a practising designer.

Where are they right now?
They live in their boxes in my dressing room on black open shelves.
They are seasonally grouped and all the evening shoes are also
stored together.

Favourite shoe memory?
My very first pair of high heel shoes were purchased for me by my
Aunty Lydia, who worked for John Greer. The shoes were red,
white and navy blue, had punched detail on the toe, and a small
heel. They were carefully chosen to go with the navy blue shirtmak-
er dress, with double row, trapunto contrast stitching in white (also
purchased by Aunty Lydia) that I was to wear to the much-antici-
pated Form 2 Social. When I tried the shoes on in his shop, I sud-
denly felt so sophisticated and that this was such a huge step to-
wards being perceived as being more grown up.

What do you think about...
Roman sandals?
Responsible for the high number of New Zealanders that pronate!

White shoes?
Never, never to be worn under any circumstances.
Ugg boots?

Feel the same as I do about white shoes.
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Camper
Acquired in 2002 in Noosa

“I saw these shoes in the window of the store and was instantly
amazed by them. I had never seen anything like them before and I
just had to have them. I was on holiday with my husband and his

b

sister and brother-in-law at the time. My nickname for my husband’s
family is the Mc Thrifty’s and I suspect I have a reputation within
their family for extravagance. These shoes were very expensive so [
did not want my in-laws to know how much they cost. I rushed into
the store, tried them on, paid for them at great speed and ran down
the street just in time to meet up with them all. Told them all I had

got some great shoes in a sale!!”
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How many shoes do you own?
10 pairs of Minnie Cooper shoes and sandals and 2 pairs of Minnie
Cooper boots.

What do you think they say about you?
That I'm artsy, mostly sensible, a bit extravagant and silly.

Do you look after them?
Not really, except for replacing soles and heels when they wear out
or cleaning my shoes when they’re very dirty.

Where are they right now?
On my feet, under my desk, on the bedroom floor and in my wardobe.

What qualities do you look for in shoes?
Practical but a bit groovy and usually, but not always, black. New
Zealand made.

When will you buy a new pair?
I bought some new Minnie’s a couple of weeks ago so I'd have some-
thing to wear while the exhibition was on!

Do you own any shoes besides Minnie Coopers?
Yes, mostly sandals, runners, jandals, slippers and boots.

What’s the craziest thing you’ve done for shoes?
Carry concert shoes around in my handbag all day.

Favourite shoe memory?
Turning up to perform in Wellington and another member of the
quintet having the same Minnies on.

What do you think about...

High heels?
I have one pair of high heels but I feel like a giant when I wear
them. Handy for seeing above the crowd in outdoor concerts
though.

Roman sandals?
Memories of boys and girls with hairy legs at primary school.

Platforms?
Brown leather platform sandals embroidered with fruit — summer
of1974.
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Minnie Cooper
Acquired in May 2011 from Minnie Copper Shoes,
Ponsonby

“I bought these shoes especially for the University of Auckland
Chamber Choir tour to Singapore and London in 2011. I wore them
singing in Windsor Castle and St Paul’s Cathedral. Later that year,
I wore them in the opening ceremony of the Rugby World Cup at
Eden Park and in The Cloud, Queen’s Wharf where, along with
another Minnie Girl, I directed the massed rehearsal of the NZ
Ukulele Trust Kiwileles orchestra, the biggest NZ Ukulele
Orchestra in the world!”

Minnie Cooper
Acquired around 2001 from Minnie Cooper
Shoes, Wellington

“These are my favourite shoes of all time! These are perfect concert
shoes. They’re pretty and classy, funky and sturdy. They’ve danced
with me at many parties and functions.”



